






Chapter 12: The Park Is Open Until 8 p.m.
In this chapter, we see Randy as an advocate for his own medical care. We also get a sense of how he 
decided to adopt a positive attitude. Have there been people in your own life who’ve faced the chal-
lenge of serious illness? What did you learn from them? How has Randy’s journey made you consider 
how you’ll approach your own mortality? 

Chapter 14: The Dutch Uncle
Randy credits his professor Andy van Dam with telling him the tough-love things he needed to hear. 
What was it about Dr. van Dam’s delivery and message that resonated with Randy? Who in your own 
life has told you things about yourself that made you reconsider your actions or behavior?

Chapter 15: Pouring Soda in the Backseat
Throughout the book, Randy makes a distinction between “people” and “things.” What did you 
think of his decision to empty that can of soda in the backseat of his car?

Chapter 17: Not All Fairy Tales End Smoothly
In this chapter and chapter 19 (about the birth of his son) Randy reminds readers that even wonderful 
life events – such as a wedding or the birth of a child – are fraught with unexpected dangers. What 
did you learn from the way Randy and Jai handled the problems before them in these chapters?

Chapter 18: Lucy, I’m Home
Was Randy right? Was there no need to fix the dents in those two damaged cars?

Chapter 21: Jai
It is clear in the book that Randy and Jai have a deep love for one another. And yet, like other married 
couples, they’ve had to work hard on their relationship. Randy’s illness created  additional challenges. 
By reading about how they’ve faced the issues between them, what did you learn about getting along 
with others, about mutual respect, and about the power of love?

Chapter 23: I’m on My Honeymoon, But If You Need Me…
What do you think of Randy’s time-management tips? Would you have walked out of that grocery 
store, knowing you overpaid by $16.55? Do you have to-do lists? 

Chapter 24: A Recovering Jerk
Randy believes the number one goal for educators should be helping students learn how to judge 
themselves. How crucial do you think this is in the learning process? Have you relied on feedback 
loops in your own life? Has anyone ever told you that you were being a jerk? 

Chapter 27: The Promised Land
Randy and his colleagues tried to attract girls into the field of computer science. He’s proud of “The 
Alice Project,” and calls it his greatest legacy. What advice would you give to his colleagues, as they 
go about trying to carry on Randy’s vision?

Chapter 28: Dream Big
Randy missed the 1969 moonwalk because he was sent to bed by camp counselors. Have you ever 
wished adults in your life were less rigid? What advice would you give to adults about helping kids 
to dream big?

Chapter 29: Earnest Is Better Than Hip
Do you agree with Randy? Is earnest better than hip? Is fashion truly commerce masquerading as 
hip? Or can fashion be a way in which people express themselves?


